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It is with heavy hearts that we share this message of solidarity and deepest condolences with
the Monterey Park and greater Asian American communities. What was meant to be a weekend
of celebration to ring in the Lunar New Year has instead been one of mourning and confusion.

At APANO, we believe in the inherent value of life, recognizing that each and every individual is
worthy of love, respect, and a sense of safety. The tragic events that took place last weekend
are counter to all that we believe, and we know the impact on our communities is great.

In 2023 alone, the U.S. has experienced more than 36 mass shootings – more than any year on
record. (Source: Gun Violence Archive) Far too many in our communities are injured or killed
each and every year. While we await further details around the specifics of the shooting, we
know our stance will remain the same: we will continue to care for one another and work to
bring an end to these needless tragedies.

Though we are a state away, we are with the families and friends of those lost to this senseless
act of gun violence. We are with Oregonians who have been affected by this or other needless
acts of brutality. We will heal together as a community and welcome any and all to join us as we
work to rid our communities of such violent actions.

If you feel so moved, Asian Americans Advancing Justice (AAAJ) Southern California, Stop
AAPI Hate, and many more have come together to organize a fundraiser to support victims. All
proceeds will go to the many individuals suffering from this senseless violence. Find more
information and make a contribution here.

About APANO

APANO unites Asians and Pacific Islanders to build power, develop leaders, and advance equity
through organizing, advocacy, community development, and cultural work. We envision a just
world where Asians and Pacific Islanders and communities who share our aspirations and
struggles have the power, resources, and voice to determine our own futures, and where we
work in solidarity to drive political, social, economic, and cultural change. Learn more at
www.apano.org and follow along on social media @APANOnews.

https://www.gunviolencearchive.org/
https://www.gofundme.com/f/monterey-park-lunar-new-year-victims-fund
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