
2016 OREGON 
VOTER GUIDE

Our families are changing, through birth, death, growth, 
and separation. They come in all shapes, sizes, and ages; 
biological and chosen; living inter-generationally and across 
national borders; working class to wealthy; documented, 
undocumented, or mixed status; with children and without. 
All families deserve the rights, recognition, and 
resources they need to thrive. 

That is why this election season is so important. Over the 
last year, APANO tracked anti-immigrant hate groups, 
fueled by out-of-state money, trying to use the initiative 
process to change Oregon laws. They promoted 
policies not aligned with APANO’s values that 
could have harmed our communities. 

Thankfully, due to our strong coalitions, many 
of the anti-immigrant, anti-choice, and anti-
worker proposals did not qualify to appear on 
your ballot this November. Join APANO as we 
fight bigotry, intolerance, and anti-immigrant 
sentiments locally and nationally. 

Together we have the power to make 
a difference. Between 2000 and 2010, 
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander (NHPI) 

communities grew 61%, and the Asian American 
community increased 46%. Our communities are the 
2nd and 3rd fastest growing ethnic groups in Oregon, 
respectively. The API community could be a key voice in 
deciding 5 House District races. But we need to vote and 
encourage others to vote too! 

APANO has worked with community members to research 
and endorse measures we believe support the health, well-
being, and survival of API communities, and ensure that 
Oregon works fairly for all families.

2016 is an important year for Asian and Pacific Islanders (APIs), 
with investments in our families and communities at stake.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO VOTE? 
You must be a US citizen and at least 18 years 
of age at the time of the election. Oregon’s 
expanded Motor Voter law requires eligible, 
unregistered voters who visit the DMV to apply 
for, renew, or replace an Oregon driver’s license, 
ID card, or permit to be automatically registered. 

In 2016, 20,000 new API voters will 
register through Oregon’s new Motor 
Voter law.

If you have a past felony conviction, you may 
re-register after release from prison. People on 
parole and probation can vote. Not sure if you’re 
registered? Check at sos.oregon.gov.



STATEWIDE BALLOT MEASURES

MEASURE WHAT IT DOES
HOW IT SUPPORTS  
OUR COMMUNITY

APANO 
SAYS…

97 Increases the minimum tax on 
C corporations’ annual Oregon 
sales above $25 million—
currently estimated to impact 
less than a quarter of 1% of 
companies registered in Oregon.

Oregon has the lowest effective corporate 
tax burden in the country. This measure 
would generate $3 billion in annual 
revenue for public schools, healthcare, 
and senior services.

YES

98 Allocates $800 per student from 
new, unallocated state monies to 
help all students have access to 
proven graduation strategies such 
as career technical education, 
college-level courses, and 
counseling.

While we see pockets of academic 
success among our communities, many 
API students fall behind. NHPI students 
have one of the highest dropout rates, 
in addition to Laotian and Cambodian 
students who are the least likely to earn a 
high school degree.

YES

99 Dedicates a portion of lottery 
proceeds to a statewide program, 
Outdoor School, so that every 
Oregon 5th- or 6th-grader gets a 
hands-on week of science-based, 
outdoor education.

Outdoor School helps keep kids in school, 
raises attendance, and raises interest in 
STEM fields, while connecting kids to 
Oregon’s natural environment. Currently 
less than half of all Oregon students have 
the opportunity to participate based on 
school district resources.

YES

100 Prohibits the purchase or sale 
of parts or products from 
12 animals on the verge of 
extinction, such as sea turtles, 
sharks, and elephants, in line 
with wildlife trafficking bans 
recently passed in Washington, 
California, and Hawaii. Proven 
intent to sell or traffic prohibited 
animal parts would result in 
fines.

While many API cultures value specific 
animal products for medicinal and cultural 
purposes, the extinction of species 
would destabilize ecosystems already 
disrupted by climate change, impacting 
our communities globally and locally. 
This measure protects biodiversity for the 
long term, ensuring the sustainability of 
medicinal and cultural important animals.

YES

WHAT IF I CAN’T VOTE? 

Regardless of your voting status, 
you can make a difference!

• Encourage and educate people who 
can vote.

• Share this guide at your church, tem-
ple, or with neighbors.

• Write letters to your local paper about 
issues you care about.



MULTNOMAH COUNTY

MEASURE WHAT IT DOES
HOW IT SUPPORTS  
OUR COMMUNITY

APANO 
SAYS…

COUNTY 
SHERIFF 
POSITION

Proposes to change the county 
sheriff position from an elected 
position to an appointed role that 
would come from existing county 
leadership.

Could allow for greater internal evaluation 
of the position and alignment with the 
priorities of the county executive office.

No Position

HONEST 
ELECTIONS 
CHARTER 
AMENDMENT

Limits campaign contributions 
for county races to $500 per 
person, per cycle.

Oregon’s elected officials do not reflect 
Oregon’s changing demographics. 
Campaign limits could create a more level 
playing field and increase opportunity for 
low-income and people of color to seek 
office.

YES

CITY OF PORTLAND

MEASURE WHAT IT DOES
HOW IT SUPPORTS  
OUR COMMUNITY

APANO 
SAYS…

26-179 Bond will support new affordable 
housing and stabilize existing 
affordable housing, creating 
over 2,000 affordable homes 
for those who need them most. 
Affordable housing is defined as 
60% or less of the median family 
income (middle income for the 
city). For example, a family of 
four would make $43,980/yr or 
less to qualify.

Portland is facing rising housing costs. 
40% of Asians in Oregon are renters, 
while 61% of NHPI are renters. Over half 
of NHPI households and Vietnamese 
American renter households are housing 
cost-burdened. More affordable housing 
could benefit our families at risk of 
displacement.

YES

METRO AREA

MEASURE WHAT IT DOES
HOW IT SUPPORTS  
OUR COMMUNITY

APANO 
SAYS…

26-178 Renews Metro’s parks and 
natural areas levy through 
2023, to preserve and protect 
the region’s clean water, 
clean air, and wildlife habitat. 
Includes funding for increased 
opportunities for improved 
public access, educational 
programming, and community 
grant programs that target 
historically disenfranchised 
communities.

Whether parks are available, are in good 
condition, and have programs accessible 
to the community can determine who 
benefits from them. A national survey 
found low income and people of color 
neighborhoods were 50% less likely 
to have a recreational facility in their 
community than White and high-income 
neighborhoods.

YES



VARIES BY REGION

MEASURE WHAT IT DOES
HOW IT SUPPORTS 
OUR COMMUNITY

APANO 
SAYS…

SCHOOL 
BONDS

School bonds allocate money to 
districts or specific buildings. 
This money often funds 
renovations, environmental 
improvements, earthquake 
upgrades, immediate repairs, and 
more.

There are multiple measures 
related to specific school 
districts. We encourage you to 
find out if your local district is up 
for a vote!

Throughout the state our communities 
are likely to attend under-funded schools. 
Rural Oregonians face unique funding 
challenges as well. Outdated and unsafe 
buildings affect the health and safety of 
teachers, students, and staff and interfere 
with student learning.

YES

MARIJUANA 
TAXES

Local governments across the 
state are proposing new taxes on 
recreational marijuana. 

Allocation of revenue may 
vary. For example, those in 
Portland will vote on a tax that 
would create an estimated $3 
million in annual revenue, to 
be dedicated toward drug and 
alcohol education and treatment 
programs, rehabilitation services, 
support for small neighborhood 
businesses, etc.

Potential new revenue may be allocated 
to local services, addiction rehabilitation 
services, and support for communities 
who are disproportionately incarcerated 
and fined due to minor drug offenses.

YES

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN NETWORK OF 
OREGON (APANO) is a statewide grassroots 
organization, uniting Asians and Pacific Islanders to 
achieve social justice. We use our collective strengths 
to advance equity through empowering, organizing, 
and advocating with our communities.

For more information, contact Civic Engagement 
Manager Kathy Wai at Kathy@apano.org or  
(971) 340-4861.

STRONG FAMILIES is a program of Forward 
Together. APANO, part of Strong Families, joins more 
than 170 groups working to change how we think, 
feel, act, and make policy about families. 

Like us on Facebook at  
FB/APANONews | FB/StrongFamiliesFBPage

Follow us on Twitter at  
@APANONews | @StrongFams
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